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TUB BATTLE AT Hil'KvKEieSBOBO.
HKAPlifAliTFRft POLK'S ARMY CORP", i

Shelbtville, Tevx., January 12, 18K1. J
EnrroiU Apfeai. : many intcrestiag accounts of

the late sat.gntnary battle of Murfreesboro' have already
appeared, not only in your own, but other leading jour-

nals of the South, that ii would seem public expectation
h id been fully met in that particular. Acting under this
belief yonr present corre-ponde- would have remained
silent but for the reason that many incidents, as is usual
on like occasions, occurred during this ba'Ue that have
not been brought to light by any wr ur whose corres
pondence we have seen. Every one who goes on or

n?ar a bat tie field sees almost every occurrence in n dif-

ferent light from that in which it is presented to his
neighbor, hence, each man is, in many instances, differ
en'iy impressed by the same facts. This, we suppose,

explains the conflictjig statements so often found in tLe

letiers cf different correspondent from the same local

ity when treating of the same subject. The object of
this communication is, therefore, u give you and your

I readers a brief sketch of a few scenos that arrested the
I attention of your correspondent during the progress of
I this terrible and s:arlliug drama, enacted on the 3lst oi

December, amid the nsnally quiet cedar glades that sur-

roundI the modest lit:le town iff Murfreesboro'. The
fierce coutiict tha' crimsoned the a il of the voHute-- r

I State with the blood of her be-- t and bravest eons is
over. The booming cannon, whose echo carried sadness
aud gloom to many a joyous circle, is hushed. The
pent up pa'p'oos and deadly hs'ti d that urged on the
soldiers of liberty to grapple with their vandal enemies,

has now given place to the calm equanimity that marks
the deportm.nt of the Christian patriot, battling for

rights dearer, a thousand times to his heart, than bis
love of a life of slavery, and may be seen stroll-

ing listlessly about the uaprelending little village, men

who, but a few days since, passed, without quailing,
through one of the most terrific battles of which the his-

tory of wars gives any account, performing deeds of

valor that would have made them heroes in a more

quiet age of the woild.
The Army of Tr snessee, under command of General

Bragg, never was more anxious to meet, or more confi-

dant of their ability to defeat, the boat of bold Invaders
that was known to be concentrating at Nashville than
when, about the 20th .if December, the dirf. rent army
corps were ordered to move forward in the direction of

the esrmy, so regulating their movements as to be able

readily to with each other and with our cen-

ter, then at . Everything remained omi-

nously quiet until Saturday, the 28th of December, when
we were somewhat startled to learn that our advance
pickets stationed at Lavergne, on t ie Nashville pike,

were being driven bti-- k by a large force of the enemy.

while at the same time a heavy column had advanced
by way of Triune and forced the portion of Lieut. Gen

Hardee's carps stationed at that place to withdraw in

the directfon of Murfreesboro".

It now became evident that Gen. Rosecranr had at

iat solved the problem of whether he wonld stay in
Nashville and starve, or march his army out and give us

battle, taking the chances of getting badly wxipped as
the result of the experiment. He chose the latter,
probably the more readily as he had doubtless heard
thit h portion ot (leu Brftgg's army had been sent to
Misid-stpp- leaving, as the Dutei General supposed, a
force so small that they would fly at his approach, or if
they dared to stand against his leirlons that he would be
able to crush them by the mere force of his greatly supe- -
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th- - front, an.' bravely the g.r'.la Tes iesseeans follow-
ed it tbr ugh blood and car age, over rocks and ravi es.
through forest ard field , until the enemy, flying ia ter-
ror, are lost to sight.

Otir victorious columns are halted: 'lie fierce excite
ment of battle, for tiiie; passes away, and we lordc
aronud to see who has f scaped the et mi of death that
has jnst swept ove-U- Hun reds of our brave friends
who were so full otf and hope in the inor tinir, have
fallen to rise no u ore, vtule hundreds of others have
been borne bleeding to tie r. ar. We listen to the sound
of b title, raging t right, white the thunder of
Cheatham's gnn-- , heard to the center, teilirg us that our
brother Tennessseans usder Tennessee's bravest leader
are engaged in the oneqtia' cont- st. and that the enemy

making his most desperate stand. Btit wo know that
with old frank at the.r head, Teunesseeaiis are invinci-
ble, vvili only br defeated wbeb the last niaa shsll
lay prostrate, bleeding npou his native soil.

are told the, the Federal genera , ga'lierin? up
the stragglers liooi nts routed wing, and bringing
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J.VFKIU iil'T O VI8PATC11E9.
Ve give to il3y, the remainder of the iatrcepte4 iMs- -

patchen captured ofl tee person of Major Sanders, wfio
nailed from the port ot Charleston a few days since on a
Fchcoaer. T!e vessel fell into the enemy's hands of
co.;rae, but why the correspondence was not thrown
overboard, w are at a loss to imniaginc :

Mr. Mallory to Mr. Mason.
Duplicate

COM'KDfRATE STATIS OF AMERICA,
Navy Department, Kichmond,

October 2fi, 1662.

SIR : Your letter of the ISth ultimo reached me a few
;ays ago. Without your adriee and eftVc.nal assistance
ihe enterprise from which Lieutenant Sinclair has been
i ectt-- mu: have been ladenaitely deferred and you
:iave my cordial hanks for your action therein. Your I

'peculations ia behalf of this department are fully
and widUe promptly fnlalled.

The treasury has under consideration your sugges-ioa- s

as to cotton bonds, and Mr. Benjamin will advise
of the modifications of the form transmit. ed by yen

The speedy completion and depaiture of Mr. Siu-lair'- s

work I regard of so much importance that 1 must
nvoke yonr further aid, should he require it, to enable
din to raise funds for the purpose which i have advised
dm, and the repetition of which here I deem inexpedi

The courier who brought your dispatches found a
neana of communication whose safety justifies their
urther use. ocdMr. Benjamin will advise you thereof.
L'he completion of the com raet of this gentleman will
dace a peculiar class of ship., never befor t constructed,
iponthe sea in our service, and I shall regret if the
Yeasury Department shall fail to taake sach arrange-aen- t

as wid enable him to accomplish this important

have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obeiient
servant, S. R. MAI.L0K7,

Secretary of the Nvy.
Hon. James M. Mason, Commissioner, &c,, So. 54

street, t'ortland Piac.-- , London.

of obtracting for the construction or iron clad sbitia in
Europe, encountered the opposition of that gentleman.
The following mr morandum ftnm him on this subject is
fonnd among the interi-epte- papers. Addressed to
Reid Sanders, it was probably p'aced by the latter In tbe
hand. of Mr Memminger or Mr. Mallory, respectively,
the Secretaries of the Cor federate y aud Navy t

Richmond, August 5, iefi2. Any legislation In re-i--

I to tile construction of iron clad steamers until time
is given me to get mine under way will be very unjust
My detention here was necessary to the perfection of the
contracts, which toek much time and reflection. The
final nstruetious of the Navy Department have been
isssed but a few days. Buugiers entering the Knropean
market might endanger the entire scheme. Great skill
and diplomacy must be exercised to avoid the Interfer-
ence of European i overnni-nt- s.

No one ia entitled to my suggestions until full time is
given me to carry them ont

GEOKGK N. Sahdcrs.
To Reid Sanders.
To this is added by Sanders the following list of names

consisting of persons connected with the Confederate
Administration and Congresss. Several of the names,
it will be seen, have a cross prefixed to them ; Intimating
probably that they already favored his views, or needed
to lie s'id fur'her approached on the subject This sup-
position is, however, purely conjectural on our part
This list Is as follows, in George N. Sanders' hand-
writing t

President Davis, Secretary Mallory,
v ice lTosiaent htepnens, t. M. u. Keagan.

1 tSimns,
Burnett,
Hunter,
Henry,

tBrewn, Mis
10rr,
Johnson,
Wigfall,

fClarke.

Breckinridge,
fUoarad,
Elliott

(Read.
Matchen.
Bruce,
Cooke.

tBocock,

Beyee,
tGarnett,

Miies,
Wright, Tenu.
Haakin,
Lyons,

tFoote,
tfngh,

The following unsigned letter is alao found among the
captnred papers :

The Hon. S. R. Mallory, Secretary of the Navy ;

SIR: As I contemplate leaving here without loss of
time for Enrope, for the purpoae of rendering important
and valuable service to tbe Confederacv. I deum it pro- -

per to recemmend to you the necessity of my having tbe
coope-atio- of Commodore Forrest in the plana which
have been suggested to you. lie is an atnclal of expert,
usee, and well qualifl d to lend important assistance
which may result in the complete realization of my
hopes and expectations; indeed, if Commander Sinclair
could also accompany me, or be sent out to give his

to matters con' ected with the plans I have in
contemplation, I am satisfied that with the professional
knowledge of these gentlemen we cannot fail to sub-
serve our interests and render high and important ser-
vice to our cause, both in superintending and construel-in-

tbe vessels built to cut up the enemy s commerce. I
have the honor.

The following in- morandum appears to be in the
same handwriting with the above letter, though much
disguised, o- very careleasiy written :

G. lbreath & Co., of fscotland, and W. Jjfiicdsay &
ion, are the houses wi h the

negotiation about the Maamafli I reijuslH MS
eiair. of the Confederate navy, to make vBlninary
arrangements for the contract, by my returnwasec him
first), he will meet you in London.

Geo. Thompson & Co., Glasgow, will make proposals
for the construction of at least one steamer. They hate
the drawing and eatimates complete.

Llndsav fc Co., will negotiate the naval store bonds.
B. Bice & Co. may undertake ennneh to load one ves

sel (Nova Scotia) with shoes and clothing tinder tbe
North Carolina contract Turpentine 100 sbeuldbricg
per gallon .$2, rosin should bring S5, $4, bring S8.

Confederate Stat j navv department, )
Richmond, October 97, 1862, J

Hon. C. G. Memminger, Secretary of tha Treasury ;

Sir i I have tbe honor to call your attention to the
copy of the secret joint resolution of Congress, which
was sent you on Saturday, and to somuch of my re com
i .nidation to Congress apon the subject of the act as
shows the basis upon vhich it was passed, copy of which
was also sent you on .Saturday.

Under this authority contracts have bean made with
Mr. Geo. N. Sanders, by this department for six ships, to
be paid for in cotton, a copy of which contract is here
with enclosed.

Mr. Sanders informs me that if the government will
fix the price of the cotton to be delivered, he can exe-
cute his contract and not otherwise: and deemutgthe
ships Important to the public interest I suggest to your
consideration the expediency of stating the price, and
of pursuing, with reference to payment In cotton for
these ships, the course you have adopted with regard to
the cotton bonds.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. R. Mallory,

Secretary of the Navy.

Mr. Memminger to Mr. Mallory.
Confederate States of America,

Treasury Department, Richmond, Oct. 30, 18C

SIR: 1 approve ihe suggestion made by you o mak"
ing your contract for building iron-ela- vessels in
Europe conform to the arrangements of the cotton

sent to the Hon. J. M. Mason. I enclose a form
of each of these certificates. Upon the meeting of
Congress an appropriation must he made to meet your
contracts, and the terms can then be altered so as to
conform the mode of payment to the cotton certificates,
fixing a price for the cotton, and providing for tbe de-

livery at any port upon adding the charges of tranapor
tatlon The only limit of these combined operationa
wiil be the quantity of cotton which the government
can perhase, which I hope will be found ample.

Bi pectfully, your oediont servant
C G. Memminger,

Secretary of the 1 reaaury.
(The "Cotton Certificates" inclosed in the foregoing

letter are the same aa those printed above.

Mr. Mallory to Mr. Mason.
Confederate States of America, J

Navt Department, 'chmosd, Oct. 30, 1862.

Hon- James M. Mason, Commissioner of the Confederate
States in Great Britain, London :

st i, : Mr. Sanders has, as you are aware, contracted
with this department for the construction iu England of
six iron clad steamers, combining the capacities of the
freighting and fighting ships la a manner which will en-

able them to force the blockade of our ports
The interest of the country will be much benefitted

by the prompt construction of these vessels; and I beg
leave to invoke your interest not only iu behalf of our
enterprises in progress, but in behalf of this also.

Tbe Se. retary of the Treasury has tbia day addressed
to me a note upon the subject of the cotton to be deliv-
ered in liquidation of these contracts, and i enclose here-
with a copy.

I have the honor to be very respectfully, your obedient
servant. 8 R. MaLLORY,

Secretary of the Navy.
Duplicate.

Treasury Department, C. S. a., ?

Richmond, October 21, 1863. )
Messn, Fraser, Trenholm fc Co., Liverpool. G. B.:

GEsri.SMES: The inclosed letter to Mr. James
Spenos is Bent to yon for your guidance and considera-
tion. Respectfully, your obedient .servant

O. G. MKMMINOIR.
Secretary of the Treasury.

Mr. Memminger to Mr. Spenu. -

I Duplicate, j

treasuiit Department. C. S. A.

Richmond, October ?i, ntw.
James Spenoe, Esq., Liverpool, G. B. :

SIR ; A. vqu have been appointed financial agent for
the (onfederate States, and Messrs Frazier, Trenholm
& Co., are Its depositaries under i ur law, I desire that
you would confer together ou the mat.er submitted by
this letter.

1 have on hand gdd and silver coin, (chiefly the
formal.) two and a ha)f millions of which 1 desire to
apply In payment of articles purchased in England by

We find it trcDOBBible to ourcha'se a sufficient ainonnt of

exch nee for these DurDoaes and the small ainonnt to
be had hi a such high tetea that it would be desirable to
frniiici. inhmiinta T nrsnnir-- to make payment for

d be as valu .be aa exchinge, and in England
dptobably realize IU mint value, lesa frehrht and
atiee.
enable you to carry out any arrangements you
deem advisable Messrs. Fraser, Trenholm & Co.

are authorized to mako an abso'tite transfer cf the coin,
or to draw bills for the same on K. C. KImore, Esq.,
Treasurer, payable here, and a t:opy of this letter is
sent to each of you that
give us the bn?

I am reuittinj
bonds of the Co
when sold, are fa

which you have
Kespectfu

reasiurer of

on de

being

en
aceount

yon ma act in concert,

uy oppotuuiBVs they occur,
Staies, of which,

to be applied to contracts o:
wen advised.
y, obedient servant.
C. G. MEMJimaER, Sec'v

Mr. Mcmmingtr to Fraser, Trcnholm Sf
Company.

Messrs. r'raser, ,t Co ,

HJfT.C S. A.
4,

DAR SIR.S : Your letter ot July ii.t is just received,
advisingtaies per Kconoaiist, and balances to the credit
ef the Cot federate States of 7121 1 id nd A999
8s. 9d. Ail thei-- credits, with all other remittances from
this Departure
1 tt
draft The com
draw the
Whea these pari

vouched,
is merely a distn
feet of tne Trei
transfer the amu
cer, which h

at the tr

and

as the
ederat- - proceeds
ended

your
Treasury.

Messrs.

Trenhotin
ber 1882.

ities in favor of third
e creditors, the payment

ot
to bis
is to

partit
of

ne matter vv nen tne third party
officer of gorernment, the

draft on the depositary ia to
he credit of the disbursing offi

check at pleasure, he having to
y for the whole amount

So, too, when bibs of exchange or any other remit-
tances are forwarded to you by the Secretary of the
Navy or of War, they are i ot to be credited to the
treasurer, but to the fficers directed to such secretaries,
and your account must be rendered to them, and not to
thin department

At the suggestion of our minister in England, I pro
poee to issue cotton certificates, of which I send yott a
specimen. Wheu countersigned by him, be will deliver
them to you to receive the money to be paid them.

raism,,'

Tw ' a

vote

regard to

.4L4BA9A.
from

the Three

You will take care that the date in Indorsement enr- - ? toe fortuguese I lie Crew Getting Rich
responds with ths date of The Ea-'- of them Worth Several Hundred Poundsproceeds will be deposited' to credit ot the treasurer, TVietr Watret in. flland it is important that I bhould be advised of any sales ruia
aa promptly as possible. The Lr.ndcu papers all publi-- the fallowing state--

In regard to the payment of the 60000 mentioned in ment the lat-- t Boatswain of rebel s'eamer
to speak'detiniielv "until I'cau get sundrv' details a Km Lfix of k B. if .k .wsjur Th

which 1 will advise you in another letter, " leaving Parian I, the 290 had a
Respectfully, your obedient servant, j of 93 men. for most part belonging to the Eng ish

C. G. MEMMINGER, Naval Reserve, al being rained gunuers. and the ma- -

Seeretary Treasury. me- -. She was temporarily eora-T- he

cotton certificates enclosed are the aa thos j manded Captaiu Bullock, who had under him
quoted above. eoinrleaenr of comim aioned aad petty officers.

Mr. Memminger to Messrs. Fraser, Trenholm (thr lay irTwait tohim in StGwraVa'
Co. Channel, took bis departure by what t tis

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, C. S. A..) North Channel, e uding the Felersl enemy; though
RICHMOND, Ostober 28 1862. even he ben intercepted, tho Northerner wend

Fraser, Trenholm. At Co , Liverpool. G. B. i have hi rase t in a dilemma, as 290 had a set of
DEAR SIRS: You w;!l please a credit to Majcr j English papers, an 1 other presumptive proofaof her nea-- J.

B. Ferguson to the extent of five hundred thousand 1 trality, in the face of It might have ben difficult
dollars, give him any assistance in yonr power to for captor to nave acted. Tea 290 at th time car

hb purchases the Confederate States. ried no guns or stores, be t consisted merely
I have already Informed you Mr. ivpenae that I of tbe hull spars aad engines, excepting, of course,

have on hand acd a million of dollars In coin, and requisite-- ! to enable her to reach her
upon whicn drafts can be mad?, or which are

to transfer to parties who may furnish tho
means to make our purchases. This fund, or any
amount that may be realized upon our bonds, will, I
trtutt. enable yon to meet the credit herein extended to
Major Ferguson, in addition to that heretofore

Respectfully, your obedient aorva it,
C. G Mkmmtnoer,

Secretary of Treasury.
Mr. St. John to Mr Smith.

Confederate States eF
War Department, Nt i re an

Richmond

merica, )
.: in ing Bureau,

186 J. J
Sift: The undersigned, for and on behalt of the t on

federate Stat a of America, will receive from you ship- - j

mentaof nitre to be delivered within the of sai l j

Confederate States, and not to exceed one thousand
tons, upon the following terms and rates of payment :

For nitre delivered at any Confederate port eaat
of the Mississippi river, seventy.flve i.io) nn
pottnn. or ninety per purity , 11 ueuverea on
fore the 1st of March, ic63.

2d. For nitre delivered aa above, but after March 1st
1863, a'Xty cents per pound, of ninety per cent, purity.

3d. For all nitre delivered as above, at Confederate
porta between Mississip i and the Rio Grande rivers,
fifty cuts per pound of per cent purity.

It ia to b i distinctly understood, in with
the above stipulation, that all payment thus are te
be made received in treasury notes of the Con-
federate States, or, if preferred, in their bonds , and
th:tt the inspection of a duly accredited officer from this
bureau, shall be las to qualtv of h nitre re-

ceived, and that inferior qualities under ninety cent
purity, shall be paid for at a pro rata valuation.

J M. Major
and Sup C. S. Nitre and Mining Bureau.

Approved : J. Gorgas, Colonel and Chief Ordnance.
Mr. Wm. K. Smith, London, EuglaBd.

With the letter were enclosed clippings from
Richmont. papers relet ive to the, )

" THE SOUTHERN EEPUBLIC
From the Vickaburrr Whig.

A Tennessean of 1st brigade dedicat
ing to the ' brave Vicksburgers :"

The " Southern "

Is a '

Which
And t

Red n

r

itur,
ugh the mixta
of
itnn

As tbey fl ish through all lands,
Tinged with the

And blood of those bands.
Who, their God

And the voice of their sires,
Now for their altars

And sacred fires.
Oh 1 shine brightest 1

And lead to th' g al

he

the

for

On

for

cents

tyrants no longer
Will to control,

And snatch brute power
The right of man.

Bequeathed him God
With seal of ban 1.

Ob of tbe oppressed !

" Beautiful star 1"

Now shining through ml-t- a

And the horrors of' war j

Still glev- - with that light
Thou hast borrowed from heaven,

'Till from our fair land
The tyrant is driven ;

'Till sift as the aplendor
Of yon gentle moon,

Or brilliant as noonday
When greeting sun,

Thon wilt shine as a beacon,
freemen to guide

To a land where no
Dare ever reside I

Oh I then brightest star,
Through ages to come,

We can thee with pride
As the place of our home.

Thrcatrtiri) Kevoiuiion ia ladiaina.
On 9th instant au effort was made to bring on

election of United States the Indiana
Legislature, bnt a sufficient nnuiber of Republicans
withdrew from the senate to reduce that body below a

quorum. From a report of the proceedings of sen-

ate published in Ihe Indianapolis Sentinel, we quote
to show the of affairs, as follows :

The message from the e informing the senate
the would go into joint convention thi- - day at
o'clock P. M. , the senate oouourrlng, waa taken

Browne, of Randolph, moved to amend by fliiog
time at P. M. on Monday.

Copb moved to lay the amendment on table,
which resulted in ayes 28, 3.

No quorum voting, 'tr Johnson, of Putnam, raoi ed a
call of Senate. The waa had, tb rty-oc- e

Mr. Wo fe, of Harrison, said that he presumed that
the very loyal portion of either cele-

brating of January, 1815, o" of Jant.ary
18CL H the former they probably burring their
dead. If so, and the senate was informed of fact,
the absentees should be excused ; and in order to test it
he moved that absentees be

McClung, of Clinton, moved to reconsider the
motion to send for absentees, as he waa informed by
a Republican friend that the absence of the members
could be explained.

Murray, of Eckhart was sorry th- proposi-
tion of ti; from Randolph not prevailed,
for he could asanre hia Democratic friends that tberu
would be no quorum present here until expression
of opinion ou the part of tho candidates for the 'United
States senate. He wan not with the majority in

all things, he knew that what he intimated was the
fixed determination of the minority. Tbey would re-

fuse from day to day. He was aorry that the Democrats
had each an example in timas past He regretted it

so. There w an a fixed determination to suffer no
to procead uiftil the probable action of tho ma-

jority was known in regard to militia the
appropriation bill, lie (Mr. Murray) dt1 not doni t the

Heettpeeted to meet petriotJo senators here. 'He en-

treated the majority to give a declaration of their prtn
ea, for if they did not the legislation of tha country

ould not proceed- - - '.
Wolfe asked if the Republican senators wonld

resign y at twelve o'clock.
Murray replied that the Republican aenafots

would "aniens some concession made.
Mr Wolf. Then they will hava to resign.

Hord. of Bartholem iw, said that the Democratic
party was In the majority in tbe State, aud he was not
willing to back down. Hefore aotion waa hail by
the aenate the minority come here aad a tetujited to
compel a compliance with their wi'l. If these gentle-

men wanted let it come. He waa in favor of
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briug out a further suppiy of coal for the 29(fa future
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